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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Be SunWise! Free Resources 
for Sun Safety Education

http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal
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Linda Rutsch, Director
SunWise Program

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC
rutsch.linda@epa.gov

202 -343 -9924
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What is the
SunWise 

Program?

ĐThe US Environmental 
Protection Agencyôs (EPA) 
SunWise Program is an 
environmental and health 
education program that aims 
to teach children and their 
caregivers how to protect 
themselves from 
overexposure to the sun. 
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SunWise

Whoôs Using the SunWise Program? 
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ĐOver 22,000 schools

ĐOver 3,000 informal learning 
centers

ĐMore than 31,000 educators

ĐOver one million children have 
received SunWise education

Đ All 50 states, District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands have 
schools using the SunWise 
Program

éas of October 2009
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Why 
SunWise 

& Children?

Đ Childrenôs skin is more sensitive to UV 
radiation damage.  

Đ One or two blistering sunburns can 
double the risk of melanoma later in 
life.  

Đ Childhood obesity is a problem.  Kids 
need to be physically active, and they  
need to protect themselves from 
overexposure when outdoors being 
active.

Đ UV exposure is the #1 preventable risk 
factor for skin cancer.

Đ UV damage is cumulative.
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Health
Effects

ĐOne in five U.S. children will 
grow up to develop skin cancer.

ĐOne American dies from skin 
cancer every hour.

Đ Skin cancer is most common of 
all cancers.

ĐMore people diagnosed with skin 
cancer than breast, prostate, 
lung, and colon cancer 
combined.

Đ Up to 90% of nonmelanoma and 
65% of melanoma skin cancer 
cases are associated with UV 
radiation.
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SunWise

Skin Cancer in Vermont
Small State:  BIG Problem

Đ VT had highest rate of 
melanoma diagnoses in 
U.S. from 2001 -2005.  
63% higher than national 
average.

Đ VT had the 13 th highest 
melanoma death rate from 
2001 -2005.  11.1% higher 
than U.S. average.

Đ Bennington County has the 
highest rate of melanoma 
diagnoses among counties 
nationwide.  179% above 
the national average.


